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sogaioly more ingight into the moet “Arubean” traits of the 

ocal group can be gleaned because there 16 2 cemain amount 


common gro ond between field works: and informant, and 
divergence between the two might be attributable to svecific 
eavses in the local environment. After examining Jewish 
life in Aruba, ~ hove to be able to draw some useful con~ 
elusions about the relationship of this small community to 
the vest of the island, and perhaps find some truly Arubean 
character gtics,. 

he most atriking aspect of the Jewish population, 
whieh is only about thirty families, is its tremendous Cinan- 
cial interest in the island. This is obvione just walking 
down Nassaustraat and observing the names of some of the 
stores and their owners. Dutch names are comparatively rare, 
while names like Groder, Fuchs, Gelbstein, and so on are 
eoumon. Byven the Madvros, the great banking family on both 
Avubs and Curacao, are dewlsh. Offhand, one would simply 


explain this phenomenon oy the traditional Jewish role of 
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wag among their destinetions. I4 should be noted however, 


thet not all the preseubly-successful Arubean Jews arrived 
in this wave of immigration. he Naduros are Sephardic or 
Snanish Jews, and came much esrlier than the Bastern Europeans, 
the Ashkenazi. When any of the Jews arrived though, they 


were far from what they are today. It ig interesting here to 
note how one member of the Research Center described these 
people when asked ebout them in reference to this paper: 
"rich an. stingy merchants from the 01d country". Arubean 
Jewe @id@ not come to the island as such, and if this deserip- 
tion is applicable today, then they worked hard to earn it. 
®hey were not for the most pars merchants in Burepe for two 
basic reasons. First, many came from emall towns rather than 
cities, where there were few great merchants, and second, 
they were too young to have established themselves at all. 

A typieal story which illustrates just how far one member of 
the community has progressed was related by an informant 


about Adolf Groder, owner of the Panama Store in San Nicolas. 
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3ca0lished a fairly large ary gooda store, and iss now amons 
tie most sueceseful merchants. His chiicren veoeived advanced 
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computer course 30 that ne will be able to apnly comovter 
technolo y to the running of the elder Mr. Groder's business. 
Mir. Groder himself is an active member of the Esso Club, 
usine the facilities every day for his morning swim at Rogers 


Pesach before opening his store. lie is Just 
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one example of 
how the Jews have established themselves as members of the 
merchant community. 

Phe varios prejudices against Dutch, Chinese, Black, 
American, ete. can be essily observed after 4 month or toa 
on the island, end can be exolained comparatively easily. 
| Attitudes regarding the Arubean Jews are perhaps’ a iiLttle 
ditferent, and should be examine further. 

There are several factors which are exucial to under- 
standing why the Jewish community is distinct from the rest 
of the Arubean population. Probably the most important is 
that collectively they control most of the money on the island, 
and in most cases, this is reason enough for a people to be 
looked uoon ag different from the common foik. Alongs with 
the actuality of fiscal power, there is liso the sterestyped 


image of the etingy, money~hungry Jew versisting here as li, 
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enouzh, Phillip kept on referring to Albert ss the "sting 
few? and he would exvlain to me that Jew mily interested 
in making money nad tryly tO get something r nothing, ¢ 
referred several times to the ‘Cewl rsaee", and thie racial 
onsession with money. No i211 will was weant by these comments, 


in fret this is orecisely why they seem to renresent ny 
informant's true feelings; he made these statements when he 

waa verfectly at ease, and had no reason to hide anything. 

The fact that he didn't know that h.s interviewer was Jewish 
also adde: to the naturelness of the situation, because later 
on, when albert( the Jewish boy) asked me if I was Jewish, and 

L answered vom, PELE heeame a bit more reserved. Presumably 
he felt that he could joke with Albert about his Jewish 
character because he knew him well, but he could not take 

such liberties with me becsuse we had only met recently. 


Regardless of this, the fact remains that Phillip thought of 
Nibert as representative of the "Jewish race" because of his 
interest in Yinancial affairs end keen business knowledge. 


In an interview with another informant, Mra. Maria Reyes, 
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voon him a mind for business. What none of the arubeane inter- 
viewed ¢ er realized however, was thst “ke Groder, the 
of Adolf Groder of the Paname Store, had been sent to sehool 


+. learn business administration, but cimply had no head for 


business, and is not interested in it in any way, oo expresse 
? rs, 


ae 


Sas 


by Mr. Groder and Mr. Walfenzau. Tne point is, the image of 
the Jew as money~oriented is well established in the Arubean 
mind, and is a wajor distinguishing factor of the Jewish 
community. 

Arubean Jews not only have more money than moat of the 
isiend's inhabitants, they often have more education. This 
ip because the process of being educated fulfills peveral 
roles for Jewish youth, First, it maintains the old tradi~ 
tion of learning, which is basic to European Jewish life, in 
whieh a scholar is the most respected personage. Then, since 
the second generation Arubean Jew probably has a well~echbli shed 
business he will inherit from Kis varents, he must either 
a) learn how to mun the business along modern, highly con— 
petitive lines, or b) learn how to invest the money his 


father will give him if he doesn't go into the business. 
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Ayvbean Jews not only because of the standard vractice of 
enfiogamy within the Jewish peaple, but because of thelr sme l) 
numbers in the community. They sre very aware of the fact 
tnat they are a limited group, and macrying outside the zroup 
would untermine it entirely. 
young people marry outside of Aruba and often seattle in the 
Ues., it is quite acceptable, as long as they marry another 
Jew. One mecber of the community who was interviewed is 
presently engased to a non-Jewish siv] From the U.o., but 
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is informant interestingly enough is not on speaking terme 
with alucet al” the rest of the i¢land'sa dewish population, 
and nis ties to the synagogue are 211 but non-existent. 

The synagogue is an important vars of Jewish life in 
Aruba, because it 16 the focus of the groun identity. The 
religious services themselves conform strictly to the 
traditional readings. but there are certain characteristics 
in the observances which appear to be distinct adaptations 
of the Arubean community. The’ entire setup of the Friday 
night service is an odd mixture of Orthodox end Reform, two 
divisions within Judaism, the former observing all the old 
rabbinical laws, while the latter fo 2 “modernized” version 
of the religion. It appears that since most of the members 


of the congregation who attend regularly are Duropeak in 
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though that local Arubean conditions elve some logical explana~ 


tions for the incongruities between Peforn and 
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Orthodox prac- 


rom synacogue is necessary vecause 
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wwation lives some cistance away, and it 


would simply be 


far to walk at nicht. Althovgh driving 


veually prohibited on the Sabbath it is reasoned that 
£ bi 


it is more important to drive in order to get to the aynagogue 


to pray tran not to go at all. As far as opening stores on 


Saturday, much of the trade on Nassaustraat is with tourists 


who arrive on the weekly cruise shios, and it would be very 


difficult if so many storee in town were closed to the tourist 


trade on Satrudey as well as Sunday. ‘hese exolanstions might 


apply to two aspects of Reforn Judaism which appear as part of 


Sabbath observance. However, I dascovered no local condition 


which would explain why both men and women sit together during 


services. 


The separation of sexes is carefully observed in 


all Orthodox temples, and the fact that the service is Orthodox 
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dhen several members of the Nesearon Center showed up 
at Friday night services, the reaction of the congregation 
yas @ warm we come, and the apparens cleasure of the local 
Jewry inereaged when they earned thai some wembers of the 


sroup were Jewish. One man didn't want te be told which 


s 


students were Jewish -- he wanted to guess who was who be~ 
cause he was sure he could tell wno the the Jews vers. He 
puessed two out of three correctly. On all occasions fo oen- 
eounterec, when cn Areboan Jew learned that this interviewer 
was Jewish, the reaction was one of immense warnth and the 
desire to take we in as a long-lost family member. There Le 
definitely 9 kinship felt by Arvbean Jews towerd other Jevs 
from other parts of the world. Although this feeling exists 
to a certain extent among all Jews, the exvression of it is 
much more intense among Arubeaas than, say, New Yorkers. 

The explsnation for this may simplt be that a New York Jew is 
one of millions, while an Arubean Jew ig ons of a handful, and 


meeting a stranger in Aruba who is also Jewish is 4 relatively 
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ne a chance to eee and “feel” 2 uF ‘ah home on the island. 
ig oxperience was one of my MoS. nemorable on the island, 
because Tanta ‘artha's home waa so unuistakably Jewish. To 


a ~urely objective observer the house would have been a simple, 
weli-kept spartment. dowever, to ecineone who haa spent any 
time in Jewish howes i Boro Park, the most Jewish section of 
Brooklyn, perhaps to most Jewish part of New Yorg, the apart- 
ment would seem to have been iifted up whole and transplanted 
to the Caribbean from there. Whe most distinetive feature 

of the Jewish home in Boro Park te the emell. It is unlike 
any other' smell I can think of ~- a combination of rich a 
toodas cooking for long hours, kitchen carefully scrubbec, 
furniture just polished, floors just washed -- all together - 
forming 9 homey, wert, inviting atmosphere whieh saye ‘This 


ig a Jewish home." Perhaps this ie a vary ethnocentric 
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food, so observation wae enovgdi in this instance to comii 
that her home was not kent kosher. However, the Taiiure to 
observe dietary laws in no way diminished this woman's 


Jewiahness". in the same way, local quirks in religious 
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observances in no way make the Arubean Jews Less 
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On the contrary, all the pecvliarities of this small comm 
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nity identified them as a unit distinet from the rest 
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the island's population, and in bringing them together 
emphasize? the underlying Jewich identity they shared. 
Thig Sdentity is not the seme as the oreconceived image I 
hai of Jews of my acquaintance. Rather, it is an arvubean 
identity, shaved by the island's conditions, and adapted 
go that the Jews can function successfully as Arubeans. 
Tie three Black Aruveans who work in the Uncle Louie Store 
are, in her own words, "like family" to Tanta Martha, and 
she says that when she is too old to run her business it 


will go to Johnny, one of the euployees. It makes no differ- 


ence that he is not Jewish. ‘They work together ae Arubesns, 
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y recognizable traits, and links them wnquersion 
with Jews in other parts of the world. 
1 examining the dews im Aruba, I nave tried to ribet 
otaervutions which conld not have been made hy a wovally 


obiective person. The elemerta I looked at were seen Tron 
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a standeoint of directed observetion, comparing them to 
cnown community with the same basis, rather than surely 
deseribing the groun, Making thie type ol comparison has 


helped clari*y the Arvbean in Arvoean Jewich lite. 
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Informents 


Pim Bierman, about 50 years old, physician, Tazo Hospital 
Henry Boye, 22, emoloyee at Lago Refinery 

Phillip éa Sousa, 20, mechanic at Lago hefinery 

Adolf Groder, late 50's, owner of Panama Store 

Michael Mendes, 23, welder at Lago Refinery 

Maria Reyes, about 40, head nuras at Iago Sospital 

Gime Viera, 26, diver for Esso 

Albert Walfenzau, 24, entrepreneur 


Martha Weitzbverg, late 50's, owner of Uncle Louin Stove 


